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acquired by the defendant. Thus, where an ejectment was begun before, 
but the plaintiff aliened after the statute of limitations had expired, and 
the Act of 1850 was subsequently passed, and the alienee was substituted 
under it, it was held that the alienation by the plaintiff before the 
Act amounted so far to a discontinuance, that the defendant then acquired 
an absolute title to the land ; and that the Act could not constitutionally 
be made retrospective, so as by the substitution to revive title to the 
alienee of the plaintiff. Billon vs. Dougherty. Woodward, J., dis- 
senting. 

Wharf— Action — City. — A city having the control and care of a public 
wharf, and receiving toll for the use of it, is answerable for injuries to 
vessels landing or lying there, occasioned by reason of obstructions, im- 
properly suffered to lie thereon. Grier vs. City of Pittsburg. 

And where, by reason of such obstruction, vessels are compelled to lie 
further out in the stream than would otherwise be the case, and the vessel 
is by reason thereof struck by bodies floating in the current, such injury is 
not too remote to be a ground of action. lb. 
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Commentaries on the Law of Marriage and Divorce, and Evidence in Matrimonial 
Suits. By Joel Prentiss Bishop. Boston ; Little, Brown & Co. London : Wil- 
liam Maxwell, pp. 702. 

This book, which is carefully prepared by a learned and diligent author, 
fills a place in our law which required a new and better method and treat- 
ment than had previously been extended to it. Heretofore marriage and 
divorce, though of daily professional consultation, had no elementary 
treatise specially devoted to them. This want Mr. Bishop has essayed to 
supply, and has well supplied. The distribution of the subject and its 
subdivisions, both in form and substance, are out of the old and beaten 
path, and present a new, clear, comprehensive and well digested plan, 
entitled to consideration from every lawyer who means to be a scientific 
legal scholar, and not the " auceps syllabarwm, &c," so indignantly and 
eloquently described by Cicero. Our limits do not allow us to say more 
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of the author's labors, but we cannot refrain from calling the attention of 
our brethren to the sensible and well-written preface of the volume, which 
will give the reader some insight into the labors of a sound and ripe law- 
yer, upon a difficult and vexatious branch of learning. 



Tie Law of Contracts, by Theophilus Parsons, LLD., Bane Professor of law in 
Harvard University, at Cambridge, volume I: Boston, Little, Brown & Co. 
pp. 771. 

One would have supposed that no further treatises on the law of con- 
tracts were required by the profession, inasmuch as the law catalogues are 
full of books devoted to this important and comprehensive head of juris- 
prudence. But Professor Parsons, of Cambridge, having doubtless ex- 
perienced the difficulty of presenting accurate and comprehensive notions of 
the principles of the law of contracts to his many pupils, gathered within 
his classes in that ancient seat of learning, has given to his brethren a new 
treatise, constructed upon a somewhat novel plan. It has been objected 
to many text books, and especially to Judge Story's, that he gathers 
together the cases and states the determination in each one, without giv- 
ing to the reader any general and comprehensive principle or result to be 
derived therefrom, and that by this process the student is left in a maze of 
doubts and embarrassments, from which he never recovers himself. 

In the treatise before us, Professor Parsons has certainly avoided this 
difficulty. " He states the principles of law, and he also furnishes all the 
materials necessary to test his accuracy at once, and without recourse to 
other books; and what is a peculiarity, he rigidly excludes all cases from 
his text. Here he states the law as he understands it, and in the notes, 
which often contain discussions full of learning, and display great research, 
he furnishes his authorities with abundant fulness. Where the point is 
doubtful, or has been the subject of conflicting decisions, he fairly places 
the whole matter before the reader; but he uniformly, so far as we have 
observed, gives us the benefit of his own opinion — never avoiding the 
question, or shirking the responsibility. In this volume many thousand 
cases are referred to in the notes, and scarcely one is mentioned in the 
text. Not a line is wasted in unprofitable discussion. It is in the highest 
sense a treatise, most conscientiously and laboriously composed, in which 
the law is presented in a style of transparent clearness, and the points are 
stated with mathematical precision — the author never allowing himself to 



